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PRESS RELEASE

IRAN: Stop the harassment of Ms. Shirin Ebadi

Paris - Geneva, December 30, 2008he Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, a joint
programme of the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) and the World Organisation Against
Torture (OMCT), denounces the continued harassment faced by Ms. Shirin Ebadi, lawyer, Nobel Peace Prize
winner and human rights lawyer.

On December 29, 2008, at 5.30 pm., five financpentors raided MsShirin Ebadi’s law firm in Tehran. Following
a five-hour search through her clients’ files, lhecounts, other personal documents and files, angpuaters, the
inspectors left with 70 boxes filled with professad and personal files and documents and two deptozessing
units.

Ms. Ebadi, who was in her office at the time, omubo these measures, arguing that according tprtheiple of
confidentiality her firm was inviolable, in partiew her clients’ files. But this was to no avail.

Before the inspectors’ departure, two official gregencies, Mehr and Tabnak, published dispatdaésicg that
this seizure was based on irregularities in Ms.dgbdinancial accounts, accused of having failegay her taxes.

This search and seizure follows the unlawful seaand closure by the police on December 21, 200&hef
headquarters of the Defenders of Human Rights E€BiHRC) in Tehran, FIDH member organisation imlvehich
provides free legal advice and support to humahtsiglefenders. Ms. Shirin Ebadi is one of the @&ntiounding
members.

“We are very concerned about the intensifying harassment faced by Ms. Shirin Ebadi and we fear that these latest
events announce the opening of legal proceedings against Ms. Ebadi in an attempt to silence her |egitimate work for
the defence of human rightsin Iran”, declares Karim Lahidji, FIDH Vice-President.

More generally, the Observatory calls upon theignamuthorities to immediately put an end to atickdf repression
against human rights defenders, and to conform thigHJnited Nations Declaration on Human Rightsebeers, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well agiowal and international human rights instrumeatsied by
Iran.

For further information, please contact:
FIDH: Karine Appy, + 336 48 0591 57 /+ 33 1 43%51L4 12 / Alexandra Poméon, + 33 1 43 55 55 05
OMCT: Delphine Reculeau, + 41 22 809 49 39
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