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Women Human Rights Defenders International Coalition 

April 2010 Update 

April was the Coalition Secretariat’s last month at the Center for Women’s Global Leadership 

(CWGL), based at Rutgers University in New Jersey. CWGL has hosted the Secretariat for several 

months since 2008, providing critical support for the Coalition to continue its work with limited 

funds. It has been active in advancing the work of the Coalition, including co-organising the Strategic 

Conversation on Addressing the Gaps in the Defence of Women Human Rights Defenders in June 

2008, which defined the WHRD IC priority areas and working groups.  It will continue to be involved 

with the Coalition, specifically in linking the defenders framework with its plan to focus the 16 Days 

of Activism against Gender Violence campaign on militarization.  Former CWGL Director Charlotte 

Bunch will continue to represent CWGL on the WHRD IC Executive Committee.   

APRIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Meso American Meeting of Women Activists for Human Rights in Oaxaca, Mexico 23 - 25 April 

2010  

Women, lesbian and trans activists from Mexico, Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador, 

Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia and representatives of regional and international women’s 

organisations met in Oaxaca, Mexico from 23 to 25 April 2010.  They came together for a strategic 

discussion towards developing regional collaboration to address and prevent violence against 

activists for women and sexual rights in the region.  Country representatives presented a 

comprehensive overview of the threats and violations they face as activists, analysing the types of 

violence, the factors of vulnerability, the perpetrators and the resources, strategies, and efforts of 

existing coordination within and across countries.  International and regional mechanisms and 

initiatives, including the work of the WHRD IC, were presented to the participants as possible models 

for collaboration and collective action. The Coalition’s research on urgent appeals responses was 

also presented for comments.  Coalition members Lydia Alpizar (AWID), Immaculada Barcia, Tara 

Madden (Front Line) and Coordinator Mary Jane Real attended the meeting.   The participants were 

receptive to using the women human rights defenders framework and issued a collective statement, 

which details their demands to counter the dangers that women human rights defenders face in the 

context of the pervasive conflict, political repression and a stronghold of religious fundamentalisms 

in the region. For more information, see:   

http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/mexico_meso_american.php  

2. Meeting with Peace Brigades International (PBI) and partners, Oaxaca, Mexico, 26 April 2010 

Following the Meso American Meeting of Women Activists, Coalition Coordinator Mary Jane Real 

met with PBI, an applicant for Coalition membership and current participant in the Working Group 

on the Global Report on the Situation of Women Human Rights Defenders (see item 1, On-Going 

Activities).   An international human rights organisation with established presence in Oaxaca since 

2001 and a local office opened in 2008, PBI extends protection through physical accompaniment of 

defenders at risk, including lending political support for advocacy directed at local authorities.  The 

Coordinator met with PBI partner Committee 25 November, a joint project of human rights 

defenders and social activists that have successfully lobbied for the release of political detainees 

http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/mexico_meso_american.php
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arrested during the 2006 – 2007 social protests in Oaxaca.  PBI provides accompaniment for its 

lawyers who have been threatened because of their representation in human rights violations cases 

involving local authorities. She also met with one of the members of the family massacred in Santo 

Domingo, Ixcatlan over a land dispute involving the local cacique.  Maria de la Luz Martinez is being 

accompanied by PBI following threats she and members of her organisation Human Rights Centre 

and Consultancy for Indigenous Peoples (CEDHAPI) received as they pursued the cases against the 

murderers of members of her family who led the struggle against the political elite in the 

community. These defenders accompanied by PBI were also provided precautionary measures by 

the Inter-American Court of Human Rights following a long process of application.  The measures 

have not been sufficient to adequately address the continuing threats they face from the abusers 

known to the community. For more information on PBI Mexico see:  http://www.pbi-mexico.org  

3. Amnesty International review process 

In response to submissions from women’s human rights organisations and networks worldwide, 

including a statement from the Coalition (Respect Universality in Principle and Practice: Defend 

Women’s Human Rights, March 1, 2010), Amnesty International has begun a review of its criteria 

and considerations in developing partnerships and related internal organisational decision-making 

and communication processes.  This  independent review was set up following Gita Sahgal’s critique 

of AI’s processes for establishing alliances in the framework of its advocacy work for the victims of 

torture at Guantanamo Bay.  Gita Sahgal was suspended from her job as head of AI’s Gender Unit 

and has since left the organization.  The review is being conducted by D. J. (Ravi) Ravindran and 

Mohinder (Mindy) Sawhney. They have sent an invitation to the Coalition to be interviewed as part 

of this process Comments from the members will be forwarded to the review team at: 

amnestyreview@gmail.com; Ravi (44) 07904398230 and Mindy (44) 07921922073.   

 

4. Website 

The website has been reorganised and streamlined in April, to allow for clearer, more accessible 

information for site visitors and the Coalition.  Aside from improving the system of coordination with 

APWLD regarding regularly updating the website and revising and reorganising its contents, one of 

the recently revised sections is the “Coalition Members” page, which lists, describes and links to all 

21 Coalition members: http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/links.php We are refining 

the description of each member organisation to specifically reflect the work of each organisation 

towards protection and support for women human rights defenders.  Tina Lee (tina@apwld.org), 

APWLD Communications and Information Officer, will complete this process and follow up with each 

organisations.   

 

ON-GOING ACTIVITIES 

1. Global Report on the Situation of Women Human Rights Defenders 

The working group on the Global Report on the Situation of WHRDs will meet in Geneva, from 27-28 

June 2010.  The working group includes Stephanie Schlitt of AI, Kate Lappin of APWLD, Emerlynne Gil 

of Forum Asia, Katherine Hughes-Fraitekh of  Peace Brigades International (PBI), , , Ruth Ojiambo 

Ochieng of Isis-WICCE, and their consultant Joseph Tumusebi. . 

http://www.pbi-mexico.org/
http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/respect_universality.php
http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/respect_universality.php
mailto:amnestyreview@gmail.com
http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/links.php
mailto:tina@apwld.org
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The production of the report is being planned to coincide with and inform the drafting of Margaret 

Sekaggya’s report focusing on women human rights defenders, to be delivered at the UN Human 

Rights Council in March 2011.  Towards this collaboration, the office of the UN Special Rapporteur 

on Human Rights Defenders has confirmed a consultation with the Coalition on 26 June 2010 in 

Geneva, immediately preceding the working group meeting.  

2. Documentation Manual 

The Coalition is producing a documentation manual, as a follow-up to the development of its 

publication Claiming Rights, Claiming Justice: A Guidebook on Women Human Rights Defenders.  The 

International Service for Human Rights (ISHR) in collaboration with Sunila Abeysekera, Lisa Pusey, 

Immaculada Barcia and Kaavya Asoka have been coordinating the production of the manual on 

documenting violations against women human rights defenders. The training manual will 

complement the conceptual framework laid out in the Guidebook by developing a framework for 

documentation of violations against WHRDs. Following several regional and international 

consultations, members of the Coalition began drafting the various chapters of the manual earlier 

this year and this drafting is expected by April 30, with  the manual scheduled to be completed by 

the end of 2010.  For more information, please contact Lisa Pusey: lisapusey@gmail.com  

3. Urgent Appeals  

Research 

Coalition Member Association for Women's Rights in Development (AWID) contracted a research to 

identify and collate the available range of responses to urgent appeals from women human rights 

defenders at risk as well as explore with members of the WHRD IC a process of developing key 

principles for more effective and better coordinated responses. Based on a review of available 

documentation as well as information provided during interviews with representatives from 

organizations that provide assistance to defenders at risk at different levels, including both members 

and non-members of the Coalition, a draft report was produced and circulated to the Working Group 

on Monitoring Mechanism for Urgent Appeals for comments by 24 May 2010. The draft has two 

main sections; section I provides an overview of existing responses and section II discusses 

limitations and challenges indentified by participants in the project. Subsequent to the completion of 

the draft, a Working Group meeting is scheduled to discuss the recommendations included in the 

report and develop the proposed principles and system for coordination. For more information, 

contact Research Consultant Immaculada Barcia: macubarcia@yahoo.com 

5. Dissemination of Publications 

Printed in Arabic by the Women's Forum for Research and Training, based in Yemen, Coalition 

member Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML) supported the shipping of 120 copies of the 

Arabic version of Claiming Justice, Claiming Rights: A Guidebook on Women Human Rights Defenders 

to the WLUML international secretariat in London.  The copies will then be distributed to Arabic-

speaking women human rights defenders, organisations and networks.   

The Secretariat also sent 65 copies of the Spanish version of the Guidebook for distribution to 

participants at the Meso American Meeting of Women Activists for Human Rights in Oaxaca (see 

above). 

 

mailto:lisapusey@gmail.com
mailto:macubarcia@yahoo.com
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SECRETARIAT  

Post-April plans 

Both ISIS WICCE and Front Line have offered to host the Coalition Secretariat after CWGL. ISIS 

WICCE, after discussions with its Board, has deferred for Front Line to host it first. The Coalition 

Coordinator met with Front Line in Dublin in March and awaiting confirmation of this arrangement.  

Volunteer Communications Officer, Tara Chetty, completed her term with the Coalition on April 30.   

Some of her key responsibilities since January included reorganising, managing and updating the 

website, compiling a calendar of events, systematising communication processes, producing 

promotional materials and keeping members updated.  The Coordinator and the Communications 

Officer of the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development (APWLD), Tina Lee, will take over 

communications responsibilities from May.  APWLD supports Coalition activities by hosting the 

network’s website: www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org.  For more information, contact 

Tina: tina@apwld.org 

Organisational Representatives 

Kaavya Asoka has left ISHR in April, but will continue for one month in June as a part-time consultant 

to assist ISHR in coordinating and contributing to the development of the manual.  In July, Eleanor 

Openshaw, from AI’s Defenders Unit, will join ISHR’s Human Rights Defenders Programme and will 

serve as focal point for the WHRD IC. 

Gita Saghal has left AI, but will continue to be engaged with the issues she raised with AI relating to 

the defence of women human rights.  Stephanie Schlitt, who is with the newly established Gender, 

Sexuality and Identity Unit, will represent AI on the Executive Committee and for Coalition activities.  

Andrew Hudson has left Human Rights First and joined Crisis Action in New York. Human Rights First 

will roll out a new strategic plan focused on defenders, but has yet to confirm its representative to 

the Coalition. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The Coordinator will be attending a rescheduled International NGO Seminar on Strengthening 
Protection for Human Rights Defenders, convened by Front Line, with the support of the Ford 
Foundation and the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  The seminar, which was originally to be 
held in Oslo in April, will now be held on 3- 5 September 2010.   
 
¶ 31 May-18 Jun: Human Rights Council – 14

th

session. Geneva.  

¶ 7 – 9 June: Women Deliver conference in Washington D.C. – AI may organize panel on WHRDs (tbc) 

¶ 26 Jun: WHRD IC consultation with UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders. 

Geneva.  

¶ 27-28 Jun: WHRD IC Working Group on the Global Report on WHRDs meeting. Geneva. 

¶ 28 Jun-2Jul: Meeting of Special Rapporteurs/ Reps/Independent Experts and Chairpersons of WG of the 
HRC – 17th session. Geneva. 

 

See full calendar at: 

 http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/pdf/whrd_ic_calendar2010.pdf  

 

http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/
mailto:tina@apwld.org
http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/pdf/whrd_ic_calendar2010.pdf
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14 May, 2010.  

Tara Chetty, Communications Officer, Women Human Rights Defenders International Coalition 

tarachetty@yahoo.co.uk   

whrd@apwld.org    

www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org   

mailto:tarachetty@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:whrd@apwld.org
http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/

